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FROM THE YEAR 8 DEBATING TEAM  
THE ZONE QUARTER FINALS 
The year 8 debaters enjoyed a video conference debate against Norfolk Island which was held on 
Thursday September 20th. Norfolk Island has a strong history in debating in recent years. 

The selected topic was:  

‘That schools should have the power to read any and all of their students’ online 

posts, messages and emails’.  

Banora Point High was the affirmative so had to agree with the topic. 
 
The adjudicator praised both schools but Norfolk Island won due to their more developed argu-
ments. 
 
A big thank you to the year 8 debaters: Alice Knight, Maxim Chipizubov, Frances Carolan, Imo-
gene Pain and Summah Glen for all their hard work this year.  
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

“We foster an inclusive learning community, inspiring students to achieve their 
personal best by becoming lifelong learners, critical thinkers and healthy creative 

members of a global society.” 
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A Milestone for Year 12 
 

As this is the last newsletter for term 3, I would like to wish our 
Year 12 students who will be undertaking the Higher School Certifi-
cate examinations in October, all the very best in their endeavour. 
 
Student’s personal examination timetable is available from Stu-
dents Online. The personal timetable lists student’s written exami-
nations and states where they will sit for their examinations. 

 
The Year 12 Graduation Ceremony will be held Friday 28th Sep-
tember in our hall, starting at 9am. Family and friends of Year 12 
are invited to share in this important occasion. 
 
Year 12 students can see their final assessment ranks (their final position in each school course) in their Students 
Online account after the final HSC examination, Tuesday 9th November. If a student feels that their placement in 
any course is not correct, they should apply to the school for a review. The appeal period closes on Friday 1st De-
cember. 
 
 

NAPLAN 
 

The 2018 NAPLAN results have arrived at school and have been sent home with students today. 
This year, some 400 schools participated in the first online NAPLAN assessment. I have answered 
some of your questions below and more information can be found at https://education.nsw.gov.au/
public-schools/going-to-a-public-school/translated-documents/naplan-information-for-parents-and-
carers  
 
How can you compare NAPLAN results if some schools did NAPLAN Online and others pencil and paper? 
ACARA develops the NAPLAN tests and uses a process called ‘equating’ to make each test comparable from year to 
year. This year the equating process has been more complex than usual as some students did tests online and some on 
paper. 
Care should be taken when comparing student results from previous years as there may be some variability in the re-
sults in some instances. 
Schools and parents are reminded that a child’s NAPLAN results provide a snapshot and should always be considered 
together with other school-based assessments undertaken throughout the school year. 
 
Is NAPLAN the only assessment schools use to measure students’ learning growth?  
No. NAPLAN is only one source of information that our teachers use to inform the ways they try to meet the needs of 
students. Every day teachers in NSW public schools are looking at individual data and individual progress on a range of 
measures to decide on appropriate teaching strategies. 
 
Can I compare my child’s performance in the test this year if they did it online, with the test they did two years ago on 
paper?  
The reports will give you accurate information about the literacy and numeracy skills your child did and did not demon-
strate on these tests. 
For 2018 and 2019, comparisons with previous paper test results may be less consistent and should be treated with 
care. As always, it’s a good idea to discuss results with your child’s teacher if you have concerns. 
From 2020 when all students do NAPLAN in an online format, the comparability will be more precise. 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL CON’T 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Tell Them From Me Parent Survey is anonymous, voluntary, and easy-to-use. It is based on a compre-
hensive questionnaire covering parents’ perceptions of their child’s experiences at home and at school. 
 
Insights into parent and staff communication, activities and practices at home, and parent voice on the 
school’s support of learning and behaviour all build an accurate and timely picture that schools can use for 
practical improvements. 
 
We value your feedback through this survey, please complete the survey online 
 
https://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/3dsqm 
 
 
Mr Christopher Randle  
Principal 
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FROM THE SENIOR DEPUTY PRINCIPAL  
During this last week of term I would like to remind you that all families of year 12 are welcome to attend 
the graduation ceremony that is being held at the school in the hall this  Friday 28th September  commenc-
ing   at 9am 
There will be a light morning tea provided after the ceremony ends. 
Graduation day brings with it a roller coaster of emotions for students and their families alike.  
It’s a time of celebration and achievement.  
There is reflection on past trials and successes as well as hope for the future. 

“There are far, far better things ahead than any we leave behind.” —
C.S. Lewis 

REMINDER TO ALL STUDENTS REGARDING SCHOOL UNIFORM   

As the warmer months approach us can I ask that parents are keeping an eye on what their 
child/ children are wearing when coming to school.  

NO Footy Shorts , Denim Shorts, Black Shorts etc…. 

SHORTS WORN ARE TO BE DARK NAVY BLUE AS SOLD IN THE SCHOOL UNIFORM 
SHOP. 

The school uniform is the expected standard of dress for all students at the school. And It has been de-
signed to be comfortable for students’ to wear. 

The uniforms are a symbol of recognition of students at the school and upon enrolling their children at the 
school, parents agree to support and reinforce the wearing of school uniforms with their children. 
If students are not in the correct uniform and do not possess a uniform pass or parent note, staff will refer 
them to the Deputy Principal. 
PLEASE SEE UNIFORM FLYER ON NEXT PAGE FOR THE UNIFORM SHOP TRADING HOURS. 

Id like to wish our students and their families a Safe & Happy Holiday and Look forward to seeing you all in 
Term 4 on Monday 15th October 2018. 
 
Jennifer Smith  
Relieving Deputy Principal  
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SCHOOL & COMMUNITY NEWS 

GOOGLE’S FAMILY LINK CAN NOW TURN OFF 
YOUR TEEN’S PHONE DURING DINNER 
 
Family Link, the parental control hub Google introduced last year to give kids under 13 
their own Google accounts, is now expanding its features to teens. Family Link allows par-
ents to set screen time limits, lock devices when it’s time for a break, approve or block 
apps downloaded from the Play Store, and locate their kids through their devices. These 
features work with Android phones starting today, with support coming for Chromebooks 
soon. 

Read more here: https://www.theverge.com/2018/9/18/17855746/google-
assistant-family-link-parental-controls 
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SCHOOL & COMMUNITY NEWS 

Join us at our next Information Session   

Get to know The Family Centre and find out about what we can do together to make change achieva-
ble 

Thursday   
18th October 2018 

12pm – 2pm  
The Family Centre, Unit 1/14 Amber Road, Tweed Heads South 

We’ll talk about: 
 what we want for our community, our values, role, strategic directions and practice principles 
 the ways we work together with children, young people, families, schools and communities 

 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 
 parents or carers  
 young people 
 community members  
 service partners 
 Students  
 volunteers, or you might be thinking of volunteering with us  

TWEED HEADS • TWEED HEADS SOUTH • MURWILLUMBAH  
• BYRON BAY • BALLINA 

1/14 Amber Road,, Tweed Heads, NSW 2486 
Phone: (07) 5524 8711  

 Email: info@thefamilycentre.org.au 
www.thefamilycentre.org.au 
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THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 
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	Non‐Teaching	Staff	School	Introduction	Training	Days		
The Department of EducaƟon is seeking people who are interested in commencing work within public 
schools in your area. 	
The School AdministraƟve and Support (SAS) Staff Reference Group welcome any people looking to start 
work in school administraƟon to enrol in our Non‐Teaching Staff School IntroducƟon training programs. 	
The aim of this training is to provide parƟcipants with an overview of school administraƟve roles. ParƟcipa‐
Ɵon in these introducƟon days are not a guarantee of employment with the Department of EducaƟon. Par‐
Ɵcipants are required to obtain a Working with Children Check (WWCC) clearance for paid work at their 
own cost. hƩps://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/child‐safe‐organisaƟons/working‐with‐children‐check . Pay‐
ment is then made through Service NSW prior to aƩending day one. To enable processing for potenƟal em‐
ployment, parƟcipants are required to bring necessary completed forms, which appear on the MyPL regis‐
traƟon page. Many schools have a policy of not employing current parents or associates within their own 
school. 	
It would be desirable if parƟcipants had a sound knowledge of the MicrosoŌ Office suite.  
The training days will be held in the following locaƟons:  
Goonellabah office – Wednesday 17 October & Friday 9 November 2018 	

Tweed Heads South Public School – Wednesday 24 October & Tuesday 13 No‐
vember 2018 	
Maclean Public School – Wednesday 24 October & Tuesday 13 November 2018 	
William Bayldon Public School – Wednesday 24 October & Tuesday 13 November 2018 	
Frederickton Public School – Friday 26 October & Friday 9 November 2018 	
Port Macquarie Library – Thursday 25 October & Wednesday 7 November 2018 	
Forster office – Monday 22 October 2018 & Tuesday 6 November 2018 	
To secure a place in this course, parƟcipants will need to register online as a community member on MyPL. 
Go to the following site hƩps://mypl.educaƟon.nsw.gov.au/ and select Register. AŌer compleƟng the de‐
tails, an email will be sent with instrucƟons on how to get started and select the venue you wish to aƩend. 
The course codes are Day 1: NR22842, Day 2: NR22844. 	
There will be no cost to the parƟcipant other than them acquiring their WWCC prior to aƩending the train‐
ing. Tea and coffee will be available throughout the day. ParƟcipants are to provide their own morning tea 
and lunch. 	
Further informaƟon can be provided by contacƟng the SAS Staff Reference Group (SRG) Coffs Harbour on 
(02)6623 5911 or by email at SRGCoffsHarbour@det.nsw.edu.au  
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Please note—the canteen has limited hot 
food items available at recess and lunch.  
To avoid missing out please place a lunch 

order before school. 

2018 
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