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FROM SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 
The Support Unit are very proud of the many programs they have running throughout the year that encour-

age independence and life survival skills as well as a focus on their academic progress.  

 

We have work experience programs that cater for the individual skills of the students involved and these are 

both school based and external to school. Coles at Banora Central have been one of our main supporters for 

work experience and our most recent placement has been the Salvo’s at Tweed near Bunnings. Our students 

also successfully access mainstream elective classes and our seniors have been privileged to be part of the 

hospitality work experience program which has also resulted in one student being offered a job after leaving 

school.  

 

Staff have also investigated and developed new and exciting programs of study for our students that encour-

age independent thinking and self-determination and these have been extremely successful in moving our 

students forward in their social and academic progress. One recent program is related to STEM. 

 

STEM IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 
Students in the LS3 classroom have had STEM education included in their learning program for the first time 

this semester. STEM is the integrated approach of learning science, technology, engineering and mathemat-

ics, where students of varying abilities can apply knowledge, deepen understanding and develop creative 

and critical thinking skills within an authentic context. 

 

Students have experienced a range of problem based challenges that include making bridges from straws, 

marble mazes, Lego challenges, paper planes, rollercoasters and lots more! 

 

They have also experienced project-based STEM learning using Hot Wheels race tracks (and power boosters 

of course), which proved to be a fun and engaging way to learn about concepts such as energy, force, and 

motion, whist practising scientific and engineering practices such as analysing and interpreting data.  

 

http://www.banorapnt-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/
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FROM SPECIAL EDUCATION Con’t 
 

Utilising the concepts of augmented reality via the Aurasma app, students have produced an ‘Aura wall’ 

where videos, images and animations have been linked to images or ‘Auras’ within the classroom. This is an 

interactive way to share information and is currently being used to record our STEM activities. 

 

STEM learning supports students to learn via hands-on activities that help foster conceptual understanding 

and compliments the more holistic and project based focus that is being trialled in this learning space. Cur-

rently students are exploring concepts surrounding sustainability, and one of their projects utilises recycled 

materials to design and produce a vertical garden. We have been busy testing prototypes, investigating dif-

ferent materials and experimenting with different sizes, draining solutions and different design ideas. We 

look forward to planting and watching our garden grow, with the intention to harvest, process, preserve and 

prepare our produce.  

 

Students have started a food production project, where we have been producing native lemon myrtle into a 

range of products. The native plant is growing in the schools indigenous garden, where it has been harvest-

ed, cool dried in our commercial dehydrator and either crushed to make tea, or ground to a fine power to use 

in cooking. We have had some wonderful feedback from our Lemon myrtle cheese cake!!! If you would like to 

purchase some of our product please contact Mrs Johnson or Mrs Beard. 
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SPORT AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Thank you to the PDHPE faculty for sharing your specialist learning spaces with us! Students continue to en-

joy using the gym, where we have been learning about circuit training and safety in the gym environment and 

practicing a range of fundamental movement skills. We have been busy practicing for the Athletics carnival, 

where we anticipate that several students will qualify to compete at regional levels. 

For social recreation and sport options our students undertake a variety of options each term.  Sailability has 

been a very positive experience for our students and one that we wholeheartedly than the volunteers who 

work with our students each week on the Tweed River.  Club Latitude also welcomes some of our students 

who may be transitioning to their post school options and have embraced our students with warmth and sup-

port. Ten Pin Bowling is also something that our students enjoy and no matter what level of disability they are 

involved and take great delight in scoring well without the bumpers.  
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

TEACHER PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 
As part of the Professional Learning calendar for staff, teachers are engaging in an Extended Staff Meeting 

each term to more effectively utilise the Staff Development days at the end of term 4.The Extended Staff 

Meeting for term 2 will be conducted tonight where teachers will be involved in training which includes Litera-

cy and Numeracy strategies, Learning and Support processes, Assessment and the Syllabuses, Evaluating 

the School Plan, strategies to help students effectively interact with new knowledge and updating Anaphylax-

is and Disabilities Standards training. 

 

P&C TRAINING 
I had the pleasure of attending a P&C training along with our P&C office bearers, aimed to support the run-

ning of an effective P&C. The forum was hosted by Banora Point High School (BPHS) and was facilitated by 

P&C Federation. I would like to acknowledge our P&C for their ongoing work to support improved outcomes 

for students at BPHS and thank you for your commitment and energy to continue to improve P&C. 

 

I would like to invite all parents who are interested in improving outcomes for our students to attend our P&C 

meetings. The next P&C meeting will be held this evening at 6.30pm in the Conference room in the school’s 

Administration Block. We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

WORKING BEE 
Our P&C are busy planning our first Working Bee for 2017, planned for Sunday 26th June. Tasks which will be 

targeted are improving the garden bed on the fence at the front of the school, painting classrooms, finishing 

the garden work around the Support Unit and making Japanese style tables for our Japanese students. P&C 

are looking for volunteers to help out. If you are willing and able to help, please contact me on the schools 

number 0755131960. 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 
The school uniform is the expected standard of dress for all students at the school. The Banora Point High 

School (BPHS) uniform policy was developed by the School Executive and the school’s P&C Committee in ac-

cordance with the NSW Department of Education and Communities policy and guidelines on School Uniforms 

in New South Wales Government Schools.   

 

It has been designed to be comfortable for students’ to wear, with the current uniform a collaboration of stu-

dents’ thoughts and ideas gained from students’ survey. The uniforms are a symbol of recognition of stu-

dents at the school and upon enrolling their children at the school, parents agree to support and reinforce 

the wearing of school uniforms with their children. 

 

The uniform is expected to be worn by students at BPHS is detailed later in the newsletter.  The school is cur-

rently working with our P&C, SRC and our uniform providers Back To Basics, to find a suitable shorts option 

for girls. Our male students are expected to wear plain navy blue shorts as per usual. These shorts are not to 

have stripes or logos (unless it is the schools logo) present on them. 
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Unfortunately a small number of students are attending school out of uniform. A particular issue is our male 

students wearing black shorts. If students are not in the correct uniform and do not have a uniform pass, 

staff will refer them to a Deputy Principal, where student’s non compliance with the school’s procedures will 

be managed consistent with the school’s discipline procedures. 

 

Details of the opening hours of the schools uniform store are included in an advertisement later in the news-

letter. BPHS also has some second hand uniforms for sale. Our second hand uniform sales function through 

the kind donations of parents and students who no-longer have use for their school uniforms. Through these 

donations, we are able to provide access to low cost uniforms. Any funds raised through the sale of second 

hand uniforms is deposited into the student welfare assistance fund, used to support students and their 

families during times of hardship. 

 

Please approach the office administration staff regarding second hand uniform purchases. All donations of 

quality second hand uniforms are valued and appreciated. 

 

Chris Randle 

Principal 
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EVERY DAY COUNTS: SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

 
 

Participating in school every day gives teenagers the best chance of achieving their goals. A stu-

dent’s level of school attendance is a major influence on their achievement. 
 

Talking about the importance of attendance Educational aspirations are strong predictors of educational 

outcomes. Talk to your teen about their goals and the role schooling will have in achieving them. Your teen 

may not be aware of the impact that missing school can have in the long term. Having conversations about 

the importance of going to school every day will show them you value education. 

 

Help your teen maintain good attendance habits Having an established evening and morning routine can 

provide structure to ensure assignments are completed and your teenager arrives at school on time. Occa-

sionally, your teen may need to stay home from school—they might be sick, or there might be personal or 

serious family matters you have to attend to (such as a funeral). While these kinds of events are unavoida-

ble, other events such as shopping trips, holidays, visiting family and friends, or appointments can be sched-

uled out of school hours. 
 

How can you assist: 

1. Speak with your teen about the importance of attending every day. 

2. Set a regular evening and morning routine. 

3. If possible make appointments out of school hours. 

4. Avoid taking your teenager away for holidays during the school term. 

If your teen seems anxious about going to school, talk to them to find out why. 
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FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
 

“TESTING TIMES” 
Our junior students have been engaged in NAPLAN and half yearly testing periods over the past 3 weeks. If 

the mature and professional manner in which they have approached these exams is any indication we can 

expect some outstanding results. All students are to be commended in how they conducted themselves dur-

ing this time…Well done! 

 

We are heading into the colder winter months and have had a push on appropriate uniform. Please support 

us by ensuring students are in correct school uniform. If you are unable to ensure this can happen please do 

not hesitate to contact your appropriate year coordinator or Deputy Principal for support. We are here to 

help. 

 

I feel it necessary to remind all parent and carers of the need to be vigilant in regards to social media. It is 

not appropriate or legally acceptable for a student to film and upload on social media another student or 

teacher. This is a serious offence and will result in significant discipline outcomes for those responsible. 

Please monitor social media use and promote responsible media usage. 

 

Mr Bodell, Mrs Verhoven and I have initiated a positive relationships program with 8R. Our intention is to 

explore student and student teacher relationships and give students a tool kit to manage their own behav-

iours. 8R are our guinea pigs and we will expand this program throughout the whole school. Following is a 

taste of what we have addressed thus far; 

 

MINDSET 

We can have open or limited thoughts. Open thoughts help us cope, learn and grow. Limited thoughts result 

in poor coping skills and block learning and growth.  

 

CHALLENGES THOUGHTS OUTCOMES 

OPEN thoughts allow us to: 
 

Embrace Challenges 

Persevere 

See the importance of effort 

Learn from criticism 

Learn and be inspired by the success of others 

LIMITING thoughts lead us to: 

Avoid challenges 

Become defensive/give up easily 

See effort as pointless 

Ignore helpful criticism 

Feel threatened by the success of others 
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To develop an open mindset you need to: 

 

 See strengths and achievements as changeable not static 

 See success as a result of effort and not ability 

 See failure as an opportunity for improvement not permanent or a mark of worth 

 

First 

Attempt 

In 

Learning 

 

 

Biology and environment contribute to our ability to cope but the strongest influence on our response to 

challenges is the way we think. 
 

We are speeding towards the end of semester so stay safe and responsible. 

Luke Bristow 

Deputy Principal 7-9 years 

THE IMPACT OF PRIVACY LAW ON THE INFORMATION PARENTS CAN BE 

PROVIDED ABOUT OTHER PARENT’S CHILDREN 
 

Our school holds information about our students. Some of this information is highly sensitive. 

 

The way this information is collected, used, disclosed and secured by our school is subject to  NSW legisla-

tion including the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998, Health Records and Information 

Protection Act 2002 and the Children and Young Persons (Care and Protection) Act 1998. 

 

These laws limit the circumstances in which your child’s information can be disclosed to other parents. They 

also limit the circumstances in which you can be provided with information about action the school has tak-

en in relation to other people’s children. 

 

This means, for example, you may not be provided with complete details of the action the school has taken 

in relation to a student who has engaged in unacceptable behaviour that has impacted on your child. You 

should not assume that no action has been taken because you cannot be provided with information about 

what the school has done to deal with an issue relating to your child’s interaction with another student.  

 

Our school takes inappropriate behaviour from students very seriously and responds to that behaviour con-

sistent with the school’s student discipline and welfare procedures. 

 

If you would like further information about the school’s general approach to inappropriate behaviour from 

students please contact the Deputy Principal 7 – 9 Mr Bristow or Relieving Deputy Principal 10 – 12 

Mr Klose, on 0755131960. 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/papipa1998464/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/hraipa2002370/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/hraipa2002370/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/caypapa1998442/
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ABORIGINAL ART ACTIVITY 
On Friday the 12th, our Indigenous students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10, along with a friend of their choice, at-

tended the art studio to produce a large-scale group painting that utilised Aboriginal symbols to communi-

cate a story. Our students produced a beautiful work that tells the story of the incredible diversity of our local 

land, from the slopes of Wollumbin to the ocean. They titled their work using local language, ‘Ngalingah’ 

which means ‘Ours’. The students worked together wonderfully and the artwork will be on display within the 

school shortly for all to see and enjoy. 
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BUCKLEY SHIELD 
 

On Tuesday the 16th of May our U14 Buckley Shield took on Ballina Coast in the 3rd round of the Buckley 

Shield. In what was a mighty encounter the first half was an epic affair with both sides going at each other. 

Banora were unlucky with a try being disallowed for double movement. Strong goal line defence meant that 

the score remained 0-0 much of the first half however with the last play of the first half Ballina scored their 

first try. Banora started the second half poorly and Ballina capitalised scoring another try. Banora point ral-

lied in the second half and made a comeback however the damage had been done early in the second and 

we lost the game 16-12. 

 

Well done to the lads on their efforts this year beating Kingscliff and Murwillumbah to progress to the 3rd 

round. 

ABORIGINAL ART ACTIVITY 
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TALENTED ATHELETES PROGRAM (TAP) 
 

On Wednesday the 31st May the Tap squad participated in a Gridiron session hosted by the Gold Coast Sting 

Rays. Students were shown the basics of throwing and catching the football as well as some basic offensive 

plays. The students took to the game really well with Will Cohen, Malachi Dumas, Lachlan Colwell, Zoe Taylor 

West and Amber Boucher being star performers.  Thanks to the Gold Coast stingrays for your efforts in show-

ing the squad the basics of the game. The session was thoroughly enjoyed by all students. 

SCHOOL ATHELETICS CARNIVAL 
 

Banora Point High School will host our annual athletics carnival this Wednesday (7th June). We are encourag-

ing everyone to turn up in their house colours and compete in true Banora Point High School spirit. The FNC 

athletics carnival will be held at Reg Dalton Oval, Kingscliff on Friday June 23rd .  

 

Students who place 1st or 2nd in their respective age group and event will qualify for this carnival. 



12 

Monday 5 June 2017            On The Waves

RECOGNITION OF ACHIEVEMENT 
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HARDING MILLER EDUCATION FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

Banora Point High School Community would like to congratulate three of our students who were presented 

with Harding Miller Education Foundation Scholarships last week.  The Scholarship program provides the 

tools and support to lift the educational achievements and career aspirations of girls attending an Australi-

an Public School who have demonstrated motivation to achieve academically and professionally. 

RECOGNITION OF ACHIEVEMENT 
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YEAR 9 NAPLAN MY THBUSTING  

The focus on NAPLAN as a way of prequalifying for the minimum literacy and numeracy standard for 

the award of the HSC has led to some misconceptions about the expectation for Year 9 students. 

For clarification, the following points explain the relationship and detail the multiple opportunities 

students have to meet the standard. 

 

 The minimum standard is aligned to the nationally agreed standard of functional literacy and 

numeracy, mapped to the Australian Core Skills Framework (ACSF) Level 3. 

 Students have until Year 12 to demonstrate they meet the standard by achieving a pass in 

new online reading, writing and numeracy tests developed by NESA. These online tests will be 

first available to students in Year 10 in 2018. 

 Students will have multiple opportunities to meet the standard. They will be able to take the 

tests at least twice a year in Years 10, 11 and 12, and for up to five years after they start their 

first HSC course. 

 The minimum standard is not Band 8 in Year 9 NAPLAN reading, writing and numeracy. Stu-

dents who achieve Band 8 in these three tests prequalify for the standard and will not need to 

sit the online NESA tests. 

 The Year 12 students of 2020 are the first students expected to meet the standard by the 

time they complete the HSC in 2020 i.e. the Year 9 cohort of 2017. 

 No student will be excluded from sitting for the HSC on the basis of their Year 9 NAPLAN re-

sults. 

 Students need only sit the NESA online test in the area in which they are yet to demonstrate 

the standard. 

 NESA does not expect every student in Year 9 to reach Band 8 in NAPLAN. NESA is confident 

students will continue to progress and be able to reach this level in Year 10, 11 or 12. 

 Every NSW student will benefit from a greater focus on improving literacy and numeracy as 

they move through school.  
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SCHOOL & COMMUNITY NEWS 
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SCHOOL & COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

Kyle Sculley is one of our students in Year 10.  He was born with 

Cerebral Palsy Spastic Quadrepligia at 27 weeks premature and at 

present his mum Karen physically lifts him in and out of their van but 

now that Kyle is growing into a young man and getting taller, it is 

becoming  increasingly difficult for Karen to lift him and they have set 

up a ‘GoFundMe Page’ to raise funds to purchase a new van that will 

accommodate his new power wheelchair and Kyle’s growing needs.  

They are hoping to raise enough funds to purchase not only the van 

but also have it fitted out with the necessary extras including a hoist 

which Kyle will be able to drive onto to lift him into the van. 
 

If you can assist the Sculley’s with their fundraising efforts, please 

follow the link below to make a donation to their cause. 
 

https://www.gofundme.com/kyle-needs-a-suitable-van 

 

Kyle Needs a Wheelchair Van 

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 
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Please note—the canteen has limited hot 

food items available at recess and lunch.  To 

avoid missing out please place a lunch order 

before school. 


