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FROM THE PRINCIPAL  
It is with mixed emotions of celebration for the 
success of a staff member and the sense of 
loss of an integral member of our school 
leadership team that I farewell Mr Greg Smith, 
former Principal Banora Point High School, who 
officially separates from our school on Friday. 
 
We cannot express how much we value Mr 
Smith’s contribution to school excellence for 
the students, staff, parents and learning 
communities of Banora Point High School.  
 
He has left a footprint of integrity, growth 
mindset, professionalism and positive wellbeing 
for everyone. He has increased the capacity of 
the school’s teaching and leadership teams to 
ensure our students have the greatest chance 
available to achieve their goals.  
 
When I started at BPHS is 2013, Mr Smith told 
me that the demographers had forecasted the 
school’s enrolments would be approximately 380 in 2017. As at Friday 10th Feb, BPHS enrolments stand 
at 599. This is the result of Mr Smith’s work at BPHS and cannot be understated. I am proud to be able to 
say that I worked along-side Greg Smith for 4 years. The staff and students of Banora Point High School 
wish Mr Smith success in your future endeavours. 
 
Our meet and greet BBQ for Year 7 students and parents occurred last week. Thank you to the parents, 
students and staff who attended. It was a great opportunity to meet with parents and get feedback on how 
our Year 7 students are transitioning to our school. The positive words shared by parents were evident 
when I visited classrooms late Friday afternoon. Students were focused and still enjoying learning late in 
the day. Please be reminded that if you have any concerns regarding Year 7, please contact the Year 
Adviser Mr Duff, our Girls Adviser Mrs Naughton or the Deputy Principal 7 – 9 Mr Bristow, on the school 
number 0755131960. 
 
I would like to recognise the valued work of our administration staff who have supported our students and 
staff as we return to the regular routines of school. In particular, I would like to acknowledge the 
outstanding work of Ms Natalie Swaddle during the past three weeks as relieving School Administration 
Manager. 
 
I would like to thank the support our P&C provide the school and on this occasion, their assistance with 
improving the signage of our school. Our new signs make navigation of our site simple and easy for our 
visitors, whilst ensuring the aesthetics of our site and strengthening our school image.  
 
Our school fosters leadership opportunities for our students in many and varied arenas. Joshua Carpenter 
year 10 and Maddison Uitendaal year 12 will represent Banora Point High School on the Tweed Shire Youth 
Council in 2017. The Youth Council gives young people in the area an opportunity to express their views on 
local community matters that directly relate to them. Our students are presented the opportunity to 
strengthen their communication skills and increase personal confidence and leadership skills. We know 
that Maddison and Joshua will be outstanding representatives for our school. 
 
Chris Randle, Relieving Principal  
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Year 11 and 12 students and their parents/carers are invited to attend a stage 6 Curriculum 
Information Evening: 
Banora Point High School – Library – 6.30pm, Wednesday 15th February 
Year 11 and 12 are challenging years in the school life of our students. It is important that year 11 and 
12 students and their parents/carers are provided with information and resources to assist students 
succeed in their studies. Topics covered at the curriculum information evening will include: NESA 
requirements, School based and external; support structures, resources and programs, study skills and 
important dates. 
 
The evening will be presented by the Deputy 10 -12 with Year Advisors, Head Teachers and Support 
Staff available to provide further information. 
 
Lachlan Klose, Relieving Deputy Years 10-12 
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STAGE 6 CURRICULUM INFORMATION EVENING  

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL  
Welcome back to the new year. This year our Junior school numbers have grown significantly with all year 
groups well over the 100 student mark. I have been happy with how our ‘regular’ students have returned 
to school, engaged, enthusiastic and ready to learn!  
 
Our new Junior students have settled in well and what pleases me most is how welcome they have been 
made to feel. I would like to thank every student for their acceptance and support of all the School’s new 
students from 7 to 12…a job well done!  
 
Our focus for the first term of school is belonging and as such, uniform the image we portray in public and 
our involvement in school activities is vitally important.  
 
Our swimming carnival was outstanding because it was permeated by teamwork and a strong sense of 
belonging. Although the greatest house in the history of school sport, Thorpe, did not win, it was still an 
enjoyable day. Congratulations to all our successful swimmers and congratulations to all those who 
participated. If you missed the carnival it’s time to get your runners out of moth balls and start training for 
the cross country and Athletics carnival. 
 
Year 7 have hit the ground running and appear to be a great bunch. They are working through a wellbeing 
and resilience program with Mr Duff and Mr Bristow and rock and water with Mr Lengyel and Miss Dooley. 
These programs equip students with strategies to manage life in high school especially if they encounter 
challenging situations and personalities. Students are aware of where to go to seek help if the need 
arises. Parents and carers can contact Mr Duff the year coordinator or myself, Mr Bristow the Deputy 
Principal if they have any concerns. 
 
Next week our transition program for Year 7 2018 begins with the power up program on Tuesday the 21 
February and the school tour for stage 3 on Wednesday 22 February. If you have a child who is interested 
please come along to the tour or if you know someone who is thinking about Banora Point High School as 
an option for their child in 2018 or 2019 send them along. Any enquiries about either program can be 
directed to the front office. 
 
2017 has a great feel to it so let’s work hard to turn promise into reality. I look forward to working with 
and support the staff, students and families of Banora Point High School throughout the year and don’t 
forget…go the EELS!!!!!! 

Luke Bristow, Deputy Principal Years 7-9 
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On Monday 6th February Banora Point High school held our 
annual swimming carnival at Oasis Swimming Pool. Once again 
we had a marvellous day with over 350 students attending the 
carnival. Our school boasts some very impressive swimmers with 
a staggering 26 records falling on the day. This year O’Neil house 
claimed there maiden victory for any carnival since the formation 
of BPHS. This house group has certainly been building and this 
year O’Neil won with an impressive 41 point lead over Thorpe. 
The highlight of the day was O’Neil dancing off to 24k magic by 
Bruno mars. Some inspired choreographing from Mekala Knight, 
Chelsea Mackenzie and Lincoln Jamieson saw O’Neil wipe the 
others teams off the dance floor.  Well done to all students and staff on a magnificent day! The Final point 
scores were: 
 
1st PLACE O’NEAL  298 Points  2nd PLACE THORPE 257 Points  3rd PLACE FREEMAN 219 Points 
4th PLACE BRADMAN 151 Points  
 

 

SWIMMING CARNIVAL WRAP UP 

Age Female Male 

12 Jayme Landon Nathan Balewski 

13 Alice Knight Lachlan Colwell 

13 Scarlett Bisgrove  

14 Zoe Taylor-West Adam Hanson  

15 Bindi Ware Aidan Hanna 

16 Marleigh Dreyer Tom Hanson 

17 Holly Fittler Jarrod Colwell 

18 Mekala Knight Noah Bosworth 

AWD Holly Fitler Brandon Day 

Students who are either 1st or 2nd in an event will qualify for the Zone Carnival at Mullumbimby on 
Monday 20th February.  Students need to see the sports window for a note. 

Nathan Williams, Sports Organiser  
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SWIMMING CARNIVAL COND. 
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The beginning of high school is an important 
time for our Year 7 students as they meet 
new friends, teachers and become familiar 
with a one hour English lesson!   
 
Our  highly experienced Year 7 English 
teachers create an environment where each 
child feels a sense of belonging and is 
comfortable to learn with their new class 
mates.   
 
Year 7R English teacher, Ms Kate Campbell 
said, "On the first day of school, students 
were given the task of walking around room 
G5 until I would call, 'Freeze'. Students got to know their fellow peers by introducing themselves and would 
then recite to the class their new friend's information.  Students had great fun and even recounted this 
activity in their weekly writing journals."  Our Year 7 students are engaged and ready to learn!  This year they 
will be working with a wide range of texts including:  

 Shakespeare 

 Contemporary novels 

 Authors from different cultures 

 Drama 

 Poetry 

 Films 

 Essays 

We have discovered that our Year 7 students are very good readers! So this year the emphasis is on 

teaching students to interpret and comprehend the hidden meaning in texts. Often students will work in 

small groups to share in the enjoyment of understanding new texts. 

English Faculty 

FROM THE ENGLISH FACULTY  
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ENGLISH FACULTY COND. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP! 
Parents and carers can help their child when revising a written text for an English 
assessment.  There are five STEPS for effective revision of your child's writing and 
you can use the questions below: 
1. Sentences:  Have I written in sentences? 
   Are they complete and well structured? 
   Have I used different types of sentences? 
   Do the sentences begin in different ways? 
 
2. Topic:  Have I addressed the topic? 
   Does the text stay on the topic? 
   Does each paragraph have a clear topic sentence? 
 
3. Effective: Have I set the text out effectively - paragraphs,      
    subheadings, diagrams and illustrations? 
   Have I made effective word choices to express ideas     
    clearly and/or imaginatively? 
 
4. Punctuation: Have I indicated all punctuation correctly, including capital let-
ters, full stops,     question marks, commas, apostrophes, and 
speech marks? 
 
5. Spelling:  Have I checked spelling using a spell checker or dictionary? 
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SCHOOL & COMMUNITY NEWS 
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Swinburne University of Technology’s free autism MOOC takes a practical approach to the study of autism. 
The course is designed for parents and carers of people with autism and those who work with people with 
autism. See the link below for further details.  

 
http://www.swinburne.edu.au/news/latest-news/2015/02/swinburne-offers-free-course-on-autism.php 
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SCHOOL & COMMUNITY NEWS 

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK SCHOOL & COMMUNITY NEWS 

Casuarina Hockey Club Player  
 
Sign – on Sunday 12/2/2017 4pm – 7pm 
at Barclay Drive 
 
Hockey is a team sport for Girls & Boys 
from age 5 – 75, the Club promotes a FUN 
family environment with great coaching. If 
you are new to Hockey come along to find 
out about trying this fast and skilful game.  
 
We have junior teams in U7 U9 U11 U13 
U15 U17 and senior men’s & women’s team 
in 
all 3 grades. For more details, you can  
contact the Club via email casuarinahock-
ey@yahoo.com  
or Margie 0413 622 950 See you at our 
Casuarina Hockey Sign on! 

Special Thanks goes to Bakers 
Delight Tweed City for their 
generous donation of bread for 
our Breakfast programs for the 
Special Education and Main 
Stream students. 
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Please note—the canteen has limited hot food 
items available at recess and lunch.  To avoid 
missing out please place a lunch order before 

school. 


