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GREAT5 SCIENCE  

AND ENGINEERING CHALLENGE 
 

 

 

On Friday the 24th June three other students and I attended the Great5 Science 

and Engineering Challenge. This was part of a gifted and talented program for 

the schools of the Tweed, at Tweed River High School (TRHS). We met with 

stage 3 & 4 students from the other 4 High Schools and over 20 of the Primary 

Schools. 

 

In groups we were given three different building activities to challenge us for the 

day. TRHS year 8 and 9 students gave us instructions on what we were to 

achieve with the materials that we were given. We built a car to carry salt along 

a challenging track with hills and turns without spilling the salt out of the match-

box. Our group got top marks as we did not spill any. Next was building a tower 

using masking tape and straws, the tallest tower won bonus points.  

 

The tower had to get from one chair to another using balloon as an air jet to pro-

pel the tower along a string track. Finally, a catapult out of skewers and raspberry lollies that aimed balls 

made of cornflour and water (ours were a bit runny) at a target. We got bonus points for our design but we 

missed the target so we didn’t get the most points. 

 

A fun day was had by all and lots of team work and ideas were shared. Thanks to TRHS for putting it on this 

event including the BBQ lunch, and to Mr Leighton for accompanying the team and for the entertaining show 

he put on for everyone. 

 

Emma-Kate Brindley,  

7S Student 

http://www.banorapnt-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/


2 

Monday 18 July 2016            On The Waves

WELCOME BACK TO TERM 3!  

There is once again a lot happening. Next week we host the first North Coast Initiative for 

School improvement symposium. Attendees will include primary and high school teachers 

and executive, both public and private schools, Greg Prior, the Deputy Secretary of the De-

partment of Education, University representatives and a large contingent of educators from 

Canada. We also have parent/teacher interviews for Years 7 to 10 next Tuesday afternoon. Later in the 

term we have our ski trip excursion, the Trial HSC exams, Images of Greatness during Education Week and 

we finish the term off with our first Japanese tour leaving during the next holiday break. 

Minister for Education Adrian Piccoli has recently announced wide-reaching reforms to the Higher School 

Certificate (HSC) to improve the learning experience for students and boost the standard of NSW school 

graduates. From 2020, students will need to demonstrate they have met a minimum standard in both liter-

acy and numeracy to receive the HSC. 

Next year, Year 9 students will have their first opportunity to meet this new standard by achieving minimum 

band 8 results when they sit NAPLAN.  

 

THE TELL THEM FROM ME STUDENT FEEDBACK SURVEY 

I am delighted that this term, our school, like many other public schools in the state, will participate in a 

Department of Education initiative: the Tell Them From Me student feedback survey. The survey aims to 

help improve student learning outcomes and measures factors that are known to affect academic achieve-

ment and other student outcomes. The focus of the NSW-wide survey is on student wellbeing, engagement 

and effective teaching practices.  

 

You may remember that our students also participated in a Tell Them From Me student survey in Term 1 

this year. Asking students to complete the survey twice in one year allows us to identify trends in student 

responses as well as track engagement and motivation across the school year. 

More information about the survey is available at: http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents 

The survey is a great opportunity for our students to provide us with valuable and quick feedback on what 

they think about school life, how engaged they are with school and the different ways that teachers interact 

with them. Schools in Australia and around the world have used the Tell Them From Me survey to help im-

prove how they do things at school.  

 

IT’S ALL CONFIDENTIAL 

I want to assure you that the survey is confidential. The survey is conducted online and will typically take 

less than 30 minutes to complete. It will be administered during school hours between 22 August and 21 

October. Participating in the survey is entirely voluntary. 

A consent form and FAQs for parents/carers about the survey is being sent home with students. If you do 

not want your child or children to participate, please return the form to school by Monday 15th August 

2016.  Copies of the form and FAQs are available from the website above. 

 

THE PARTNERS IN LEARNING PARENT FEEDBACK SURVEY 

This Term, our school will be participating in the Partners in Learning parent survey, another part of the Tell 

Them From Me suite of surveys (student, teacher and parent surveys) on student engagement. The survey 

asks parents and carers questions about different factors that are known to impact on student wellbeing 

and engagement. 

Running this survey will help our school understand parents’ and carers’ perspectives on their child’s expe-

rience at school. These include: communication between parents/carers and staff, activities and practices 

at home and parent/carer views on the school's support of learning and behaviour. This valuable feedback 

will help our school make practical improvements.   

The survey is conducted entirely online at home or on public computers. The survey will typically take 15 

minutes or less to complete and is completely confidential. The parent survey will be conducted between 

22 August and 21 October. Participating in the survey is entirely voluntary, however, your responses are 

very much appreciated.   

More information about the survey is available at: http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents 

Greg Smith 

Principal 

http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents
http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents
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TWEED SHIRE COUNCIL  

FOCUS GROUP FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
 

On Tuesday 21 June, a group of students attended a Tweed Shire Council Focus Group for young people. The 

Focus Group examined the cultural life of Tweed Shire and will contribute toward Council development of a 

new Cultural Plan for the Shire. The Plan will guide Council support of cultural activity throughout the shire 

and will be completed in 2017. 

 

Young people were asked what do they see to be the shire’s cultural strengths and weaknesses and what 

are their future aspirations for cultural activity. Students enthusiastically participated in discussions. Among 

key strengths highlighted by students were the coastal lifestyle they enjoyed, other open and natural spaces 

and opportunities to come together as a community. Young people also indicated they would like to experi-

ence a more diverse food culture, have access to more under 18 live music entertainment and opportunities 

for young musicians and entertainers to perform locally.  
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KONNICHIWA FROM JAPAN! 
 
MY FEELINGS SO FAR 

It feels surreal that I have been in Japan for around 2 and a half months now!  It feels like I just arrived. I'm 

having a great time here and I have learnt so many things - especially how to budget my money. Mostly eve-

rything was hard for me during my first month in Japan (it's still is a bit hard). I didn’t understand what was 

going on, I couldn't read the menus and I didn't know how the train system works. So I often had to ask peo-

ple for help. There were times where my other exchange student friends and I would get lost and 

times where I almost caught the wrong train going to school. Also, the train that I take to school every day is 

so crowded.  

 

JAPANESE SCHOOL LIFE 

When I first came to school, everyone was so friendly and nice. In the hallways random students would come 

up to say hello and everywhere I go they would say kawaii mecha kawaii. My school here in Japan is so differ-

ent from Banora. I'm really starting to appreciate on how good we have it back there in Australia. I start 

school at 8:40 and finish at 4:00. But ever since I joined a school club, I get home around 8:00pm every 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday (thankfully I don't have to go to club on Saturday). There is also another ex-

change student who is in the same class with me. We have become great friends since we both understand 

what we are both going through. The classes are really difficult for me to understand, so most of the time 

she and I go to the library to self-study.  My school gives us special Japanese lessons every day and every 

Monday she and I have a special Japanese dance lesson. We have to learn it as we have to perform in the 

cultural festival! 

 

MY HOST FAMILY 

The lady hosting me is very kind. She always wakes up really early to make my obento (packed lunch) for 

school and she also gives me money even though it's not necessary for her to do it. I have made so many 

good friends here. They always take me to different places and teach me new Japanese words. I have learnt 

so much Osaka slang because of them! 

 

Sometimes I forget how to speak English or I would mix up English, Tagalog and Japanese.   

Being an exchange student definitely has its up and downs but this is certainly the best decision I've ever 

made so far, I don't think I'll ever forget this experience.  

 

By Kristen Trono 

Banora Point High School student on exchange in Osaka, Japan.  
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KONNICHIWA FROM JAPAN CONT. 
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YEAR 12 LEGAL STUDIES ATTENDS 

SUPREME COURT 
 

On the 31st of May, the Yr 12 Legal Studies class travelled by train to the Brisbane Supreme Court. We were 

given the opportunity to watch two sentencing cases, as well as sitting in on day 2 of a criminal trial. It was a 

wonderful experience for the students to see the working of the Supreme Court first hand and to see many 

of the concepts taught in class applied in real life. The students also got the opportunity to sit in the jury box 

and go behind the scenes into the jury deliberation room. Haden Bowen also got to fulfill his dream of be-

coming a lawyer by getting the chance to sit at the lawyers’ bench.  This was a great day and the students 

should be congratulated on their maturity, enthusiasm and cooperation while on the excursion. 

 

Kim Clurey. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

SCHOOL & COMMUNITY NEWS 

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 

The next P&C Meeting  

will be held on 
 

Monday 1 August  

at 7.00PM DST 
All new parents are most welcome to come along 

to support your child’s school  

and meet other parents!  

We would love to see you! 
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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
We now endeavour to email our School Newsletter to parents directly to their email address. Our goal is to have our 

Newsletter a paperless one. We would appreciate it if you would update us with changes to your email address in order 

for us to keep you in the loop. Please fill in the section below and have your child bring it to the front office. 

 

Our fortnight Newsletter is available on our website at www.banorapnt-h.schools.nsw.edu.au   

 

Student Name/s: ______________________________________________________Year: ___________________ 

Email Address School Newsletter to be forwarded to: _____________________________________________ 

 

The school is installing a new roll marking/sms network system which requires up to date changes in email addresses 

and mobile telephone numbers of carers/parents. If you have changed your mobile in the past and feel you may not 

have informed the school would you please complete this form along with the email address. 

 

Student Name ...................................................................................................................  Year: ........................................  

 

Father’s Mobile No. ....................................................................  Mother’s Mobile No. ......................................................  

 

Home Telephone No. .................................................................  Emergency Contact No. .................................................  

 

Comments ..................................................................................  .........................................................................................  

CHANGE OF INFORMATION 

PARENT EMAIL ADDRESS 


