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  From the Principal 
 

   Mr Greg Smith 
 

 

 

Welcome back to the 2016 school year. I hope that all members of the Banora Point High School community had an 

interesting and relaxing holiday. A new year brings with it a new set of challenges and opportunities. Proper planning 

will allow us to meet the challenges and get the maximum benefit from all opportunities that are offered to us. Our 

planning teams have already met several times to evaluate our current plan and amend it where necessary.  The 

updated plan will be available shortly via our website. 

 

Banora Point High School numbers continue to grow, however this year has been sharper growth than in the past. 

We have had the largest year 7 enrolment in many years with more than 110 students transitioning to our school. 

Other years are also continuing to grow. Our staffing has changed a little and I welcome Mrs Jenifer Smith as Head 

Teacher Mathematics and Mr Oscar Chikosh into the Mathematics faculty. Kerry Williams is working with us in Visual 

Arts, Lee Hennessy has taken a position as Vision Support Teacher, Kate Campbell is working in the HSIE faculty, 

Rachel Reeves and Doug Fewings have formed our proactive intervention team. I also had the pleasure of offering 

Ingrid Green a full time position which she has accepted. Mr Stephen Wemm has been promoted to Head Teacher 

Mathematics at Murwillumbah High and Sarah McDonald has transferred to Ballina. We wish both of them every 

success in their new schools and thank them for their valuable contributions during their time with us. 

 

If we are to continue to maintain a strong reputation in the community it is important that we get the fundamentals 

correct right from the start of the year. I would like to thank all parents for the manner in which you prepared your 

students to return to school. The vast majority of students returned with full school uniform and a very positive atti-

tude for the start of the school year. If you are experiencing difficulties in providing uniform or resources to your 

child, we have both the student assistance scheme applications and also clean used uniforms that are available 

through the front office. Requirements for individual subjects are available through our website. Please ensure that 

your child has all the necessary equipment to start the school year. 

 

The school worked with students and families in term 4 2015 to make application to the Harding Miller scholarships 

through the Public Education Foundation. These are available to girls entering year 9 and some continue into year 

10. We have had notification that eleven students will either receive new scholarships or have their year 9 scholar-

ships extended into year 10. This is along with the students who already had a two year scholarship. There are 

around 150 of these scholarships given out across the state each year and we are very fortunate to have received 

around 10% of the scholarships at our school. Each of the recipients will receive information about what the scholar-

ships entitle them to do and will meet with the deputy principals in charge of their year to discuss how it will assist 

them. Unfortunately not all applicants received a scholarship as I believe it is becoming much more competitive due 

to the increase in application numbers. 

 

Our first P&C meeting is tonight at 7.00pm in the conference room. I look forward to seeing our regular P&C mem-

bers along with some new parents there tonight. Staff will discuss applying for a variation to SDD 4 and 5. If this is 

accepted, it would mean that most if not all of staff would not be at school on Monday 19 th December and Tuesday 

20th December 2016. The alternative days that will be applied for are 14/03/16, 20/06/16, 8/08/16, 14/11/16.  

These will be half days after school that equate to the same amount of time as the two school development days, 

but we believe that the alternative  dates will be more productive than the last two days of term. The days will involve 

staff training that is directly related to the school plan. We seek the support of our school community in this applica-

tion. Please attend the P&C meeting if you wish to be a part of this consultation. 



3 

Monday 1 February 2016           On The Waves

  From the Deputy Principal Year 7,8,9 
 

   Mr Luke Bristow 
 

 

 

 

 

I would like to extend a warm welcome to all our students and their families for 2016. It promises to be a great year with 

ever increasing numbers and outstanding programs developed by our dedicated staff and designed to best meet stu-

dent needs.  

Following are some reminders of recently commenced or upcoming programs for our junior students: 

 Rock and Water program commences for all Yr 7 students, week 2 term 1. The program, run by Mr Lengyel,  is 

designed to support students in their development of resilience and self-control. 

 Year 7 project based learning program will run every Monday week A. Initially, (term 1),this will be a peer support 

program designed to support students with their transition to High School. In terms 2,3 and 4 it will see students 

working in teams to develop problem solving skills and it will also comprise so community activities. 

 Wednesday the 3RD of February is the swimming carnival. It is a great day especially when Thorpe House reign 

supreme. 

 Monday the 8TH of February is School Photo day so book in for that makeover and practice your best smile – and 

sorry no selfies allowed! 

 The welcome to High School BBQ for year 7 students and families is on Wednesday the 10TH of February so come 

along and meet the staff and other parents. Making connections with staff and other parents is an important way 

to support your child at high school. 

 The year 8 Girls support group will commence in week 3. This program is run by the Family Centre and aims to 

develop resilience and a greater self-awareness in the participants. 

As you can see the first few weeks back are busy- busy -busy! There is a strong emphasis on wellbeing. 

Again, welcome back to 2016 and I look forward to working with you in the coming year. 

 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=school%20books&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fredlandschoolzone.com.au%2F&ei=movRVMSMKcPVmgWUqIDABA&bvm=bv.85076809,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNF51SsTtN6qKmvl3sYfXVSZgWDtxQ&ust=1423105258369
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIfxm77P9ccCFSUopgodRBQDIQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.canstockphoto.com%2Frhythmic-gymnastic-4396596.html&psig=AFQjCNE7TVlxTKEyAFBRL-B3_FdsKTlJOA&ust=1442288969
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NEWS FROM THE ENGLISH FACULTY 
 

"The voice of excellence" 
 
The English faculty hope you all enjoyed a safe and restful summertime. Maybe you found time to indulge 

in some light reading of a novel, checking out the latest films in the cinema, grabbing a DVD or listening to 

new lyrics from a favourite singer! 

 

 We enjoy "discovering" our students’ interests in their chosen world of literature and over this year we aim 

to challenge and broaden their choice of texts. 

 

This year the English faculty is staffed by early career and experienced teachers who strive to capture your 

child's “voice” of excellence. We are a team of teachers who are highly dedicated to meet the needs of 

each student.  We regularly engage in professional discussions and state wide English teacher's confer-

ences to keep us current with the latest educational research and resources used in the delivery of our 

new curriculum.  

 

During Semester One, Years 7-10 will study at least 3 core units.  Each unit will develop students under-

standing of a concept related to the study of English literature and is designed around 2 to 3 key questions 

of inquiry.  Year 7 begin their secondary education learning to communicate their perspective on texts and 

showcase their writing skills in a portfolio. This portfolio is part of both the English and HSIE assessment.  

Also, Year 7 teachers and students are trialling the Personal Best Program this term.  This program teach-

es your child to form and write their own learning goals and to track their progress throughout the unit.  

Your child's progress and a comment from their classroom teacher will be available to you by the end of 

term 1.  We hope that you may also use this information to contact your child's teacher if you are con-

cerned about their progress in English or settling into the class. 

 

Years 7-10 students will also be given their first common assessment task to complete during Term 1.  All 

teachers will scaffold and help your child to plan and draft the task in class.  However, it is expected that 

they will need some time at home to work on the task to meet the due date.  Again, please communicate 

with your child's class teacher if it seems to be a challenging time for your child to complete or understand 

the task.  

 

Something NEW for our Years 7-10 units this year is to develop our knowledge and understanding of teen 

Health and Wellbeing issues within each unit.  The BIG issues facing our teens are easily identifiable in all 

of our texts. For example, cyber-bullying, peer pressure, violence, drug and alcohol abuse, tolerance, jus-

tice, sexualisation in advertising, identity, self confidence and resilience. The English teachers are studying 

the Mind Matters Modules and will provide a safe learning environment when managing controversial is-

sues.   

 

It's great to see many of our Year 11 students beginning their senior English course with interest and im-

proved organisational skills; books, pens...all ready to learn!  We hope that your child finds their course 

challenging and interesting.  Very soon Year 11will be working on their first assessment task....it is a 

SPEECH and we believe that each child has the ability to achieve it.  Simply, follow the guidance from the 

class teacher, ask for help in the planning and drafting stages and "Just Do It!"  

 

 

Year 12 students have covered the Area of Study on Discovery and are encouraged to practise responding 

to a past paper and re-reading their prescribed text. In term one the Standard and Advanced students will 

begin their Module studies.  They will also sit for the half yearly exam to demonstrate their knowledge of 

the Area of Discovery and Module B.  English teachers understand that having a child studying for their 

HSC can sometimes be tough at home. We are very thankful to parents/carers for all the cooking, clean-

ing, hugs, reminders to "have a break, get some fresh air" that is helping your child manage this MASSIVE 

year. 
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NEWS FROM THE ENGLISH FACULTY Continued 
 

 

Lastly, encourage your child to get involved with one of the competitions that are available throughout 

the year.  These include; ABC Hey Wire, NSW Premier's Reading Challenge, Junior and Senior Debating 

and Public Speaking Competitions...heaps more and great prizes too!   

 

Ms Marelda McLean relieving Head Teacher English 
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TWEED UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB 
2016 SEASON SIGN ON 

WHERE: ARKINSTALL PARK 

WHEN: JANUARY 30TH & 31ST ,FEBRUARY 6TH & 7TH 

TIME: 10AM – 2PM 



7 

      

 

 

 

Monday 1 February 2016                     On The Waves



8 

Monday 1 February 2016           On The Waves

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

SCHOOL & COMMUNITY NEWS 

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 

The next P&C Meeting  

will be held on 
 

Monday 1 February 
 

at 7.00PM DST 
All new parents are most welcome to come along 

to support your child’s school  

and meet other parents!  

We would love to see you! 

 

 

If your child or teen has difficulties with anxiety or 

just seems to have too many worries, we would like 

to introduce you to BRAVE Self-Help – an interac-

tive, online program for the prevention and treat-

ment of childhood and adolescent anxiety.  It was 

developed by a group of researchers from the Uni-

versity of Queensland and now, with the support of 

beyondblue, this program is now freely available to 

all young people aged 8 -17 years old who are living 

in Australia.  

BRAVE Self-Help provides strategies for children 

and teenagers to better cope with their worries. 

There are 4 programs available, one for children 

aged 8-12 years, one for teenagers aged 12-17 

years and one for parents of children at these ages 

respectively. The program can be accessed as often 

as you like, from the comfort of your own home. For 

more information, or to register for the program, 

please visit www.brave4you.psy.uq.edu.au.    

http://www.brave4you.psy.uq.edu.au
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SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY NEWS 
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MAKE ONLINE PAYMENTS 
It is now possible for parents to make online payments to the school for amounts owing for stu-

dents, via a secure payment page hosted by Westpac. Payments can be made using either a Visa or 

MasterCard credit or debit card. The payment page is accessed from the front page of the schools 

website (www.banorapnt-h.schools.nsw.edu.au) by selecting $ Make a payment. 

 

Items that can be paid include voluntary school contributions, subject contributions, excursions, 

sales to students and creative and practical arts activities (these include band, drama and dance). 

There is also a category called Other this to cover items not covered in the previous headings, Other 

can be used to make a complete payment of a school invoice. 

 

When you access the $ Make a payment you must enter: 

the students name, and 

class and reference number OR 

the students name, and 

date of birth. 

 

Please do not pay for uniforms online as the uniform shop is privately owned.  

 

These details are entered each time you make a payment as student information is not held within 

the payment system. There is also the option to enter the Student Registration Number and Invoice 

number if you are aware of them, these are optional fields OR there is also the option to enter the 

Student Registration Number and Invoice number these are not used at our school, please leave 

blank. 

 

This is a secure payment system hosted by Westpac to ensure that your credit/debit card details 

are captured in a secure manner, these details are not passed back to the school.  

You have the ability to check and change any details of the payment before the payment is pro-

cessed. Receipts can be emailed and/or printed. 

 

Details of the payments are passed daily to the school where they will be receipted against your 

child’s account. As a receipt has been issued from the payment page a further receipt will not be 

issued by the school. 

 

For any enquiries regarding the Online Payment process please contact 

the School Administration Office. 

 



11 

Monday 1 February 2016           On The Waves



12 

Monday 1 February 2016                       On The Waves

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
We now endeavour to email our School Newsletter to parents directly to their email address. Our goal is to have our 

Newsletter a paperless one. We would appreciate it if you would update us with changes to your email address in order 

for us to keep you in the loop. Please fill in the section below and have your child bring it to the front office. 

 

Our fortnight Newsletter is available on our website at www.banorapnt-h.schools.nsw.edu.au   

 

Student Name/s: ______________________________________________________Year: ___________________ 

Email Address School Newsletter to be forwarded to: _____________________________________________ 

 

The school is installing a new roll marking/sms network system which requires up to date changes in email addresses 

and mobile telephone numbers of carers/parents. If you have changed your mobile in the past and feel you may not 

have informed the school would you please complete this form along with the email address. 

 

Student Name ...................................................................................................................  Year: ........................................  

 

Father’s Mobile No. ....................................................................  Mother’s Mobile No. ......................................................  

 

Home Telephone No. .................................................................  Emergency Contact No. .................................................  

 

Comments ..................................................................................  .........................................................................................  

CHANGE OF INFORMATION 

PARENT EMAIL ADDRESS 


