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BPHS INAUGURAL JAPAN TOUR 
Since 2012, Banora Point High School, has 
hosted the Nagasaki Nichidai High School visit. 
With the support of our student and parent 
community, we have provided a home stay 
opportunity for our visitors, building strong 
relationships between students, families and 
the school. This year, due to the persistence 
and planning of Ms Hargreaves, we were able 
to provide our students with such a cultural 
and language enriching experience.   
 
I am proud of the manner in which our tour 
group presented themselves as ambassadors 
of our school, eagerly modelling the values of the school: being respectful, being responsible and being ready to learn. 
Our students embraced such challenges as language and communication, food and tastes, culture and custom,  
trains and features of a Mega City.   
 
Thank you Ms Hargreaves for you hard work in both planning and execution, the community volunteers who supported 
our students through chaperoning the tour, and the students whose experiences have created many happy memories 
that will be remembered for a lifetime.  
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL  
SCHOOL SIGNAGE 
The P&C has been working with the school to improve communications between the school, parents and community. 
One such strategy we are pursuing is to improve the signage of buildings. Through consultation and collaboration, we 
have engaged a sign company and are currently finalising the artwork, for installation to occur during term 4. I would 
like to recognise and thank P&C for their work on this school improvement strategy.  

SCHOOL FINANCES 
This is the time of year when schools wind up the current years finances and budgets, review the impact of funds to 
support school and student improvement strategies and prepare to report these in the Annual School Report. We have 
recently received information regarding funds that the school will be able to use into the new year and planning how 
we will utilise these funds has already started. We will continue to engage with staff, students, parents and community 
to work together in ensuring we meet the needs of our students. 
 
Chris Randle, Relieving Principal  

2016 VISUAL ARTS HSC 
Art exhibition celebrating the achievements of our year 12 Visual Arts students at  

Banora Point High School 
OPENING: Thursday 27th October 5-7pm 

One night only! 

All welcome 
Movement Studio, Banora Point High School 
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In the second week of the holidays a group of 17 intrepid travellers from Banora Point High School departed for a 2 
week language and cultural tour of Japan. Ms Hargreaves had planned the tour over the past year and was able to coor-
dinate a homestay visit with Nagasaki Nichidai Senior High School. Students went to school in Japan for 2 days and par-
ticipated in activities such as cooking, calligraphy, a language lesson and origami making with their buddies. After leav-
ing Nagasaki, the group went to Hiroshima and Miyajima, where the red tori gates in the ocean are. Then it was on to 
Kyoto, the old capital and location of many beautiful temples such as the Kinkakuji or Golden Pavilion, Ryoanji, the rock 
garden and Higashiyama bamboo grove - they were all amazing places to see. The next stop was Tokyo, the new capital 
and an ultra-modern city. Some highlights were visiting Hachiko the dog, seeing the scramble crossing in Shibuya and 
visiting an earthquake simulation centre. Everyone returned very tired at the end of each day, but seeing so much of 
Japan in just 2 weeks was truly a life changing experience. Students will be able to reminisce about this for the rest of 
their lives with fond memories.  Oh, did we mention how good the food was?  

JAPAN TOUR 2016 



4 

Monday 24 October 2016           On The Waves

ENGLISH FACULTY 
Last term many students entered the “Extreme Reader Photo” competition to celebrate National Literacy 
and Numeracy week.  To enter the competition, students needed to take a photo of a person reading in an 
unusual place or situation.  We’ve included some of our favourite photos taken by teachers and students 
in this newsletter. The winners will be announced at the next assembly and each will receive a book 
voucher from QBD book shop, Tweed City. 

READING TIPS FOR PARENTS/CARERS OF TEENS (www.sparkaction) 
 Read the same books your teenager is reading.  

 Talk about the books with your teenager.  

 Have plenty of books around the house for your teenager to choose from.  
 Keep books in key locations: car, bathroom, kitchen, den, near the TV and computer.  

 Make sure your teen has transportation to the library and bookstores.  

 Visit the library with your teenager.  
 Buy books together.  

 Turn off the television one evening per week and spend the time reading. 
 

READING TIPS FOR TEENS (www.sparkaction) 

 Pick subjects you really like: mystery, science fiction, romance, horror.  

 Stop reading a book if you don't like it and find one you do like.  
 Ask a librarian or teacher to recommend a good read.  

 Don't hurry when reading a book for fun; this is not an assignment.  

 It's all right to skim parts of a book you are reading for fun.  
 Read while you're half-watching TV.  

 Read while you're waiting for the computer to boot-up.  
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ENGLISH FACULTY CONT. 

What is the name of the book Mr Bristow is reading? Can you name the English teacher who is reading a book 

when riding on a camel? 
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DEBATING 

 
PREMIERS DEBATING CHALLENGE YEARS 7 & 8 
Congratulations to the Junior Debating Team who represented Banora Point High in the Premiers Debating 
Challenge. Winning their zone competition, they were narrowly defeated by an experienced Mullumbimby 
team who took out the Interzone Knockout round.  

YEAR 8 VALID 
The Validation of Assessment for Learning & Individual Development (VALID) test for Year 8 students will 
be held between Wednesday 2 November and Friday 11 November 2016. The test takes approximately 
70 minutes. The VALID Science 8 test is an interactive, multimedia test completed entirely on a computer. 
VALID Science 8 contains multiple choice, short response and extended response tasks that are grouped 
around real-world issues, including scientific investigations. This is a diagnostic test, with tasks framed on 
Stage 4 outcomes and essential content in the NSW Science Years K–10 Syllabus. Students will be test-
ed on their:  
 
 knowledge and understanding of science  
 understanding and skills in the process of scientific investigation 
 ability to evaluate evidence, make judgements and think critically  
 ability to access information and communicate scientific ideas.  
 
Students also complete a survey about their opinions, attitudes and values about science.  
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DRAGON BOAT FOR SPORT 
 
Banora Point High School negotiated a grant from the Queensland Dragon Boat Federation 
with the support of Tweed Dragons Inc. to run Dragon Boat Paddling for our Wednesday sport. 
This is the first time we have been able to offer Dragon Boating to students although we have 
placed teams in the annual “Kids in Need” regatta for several years now. 
 
The grant from QDBF enabled the school to supply transport to and from Seagull’s Football 
Club where Tweed Dragons house their Dragon Boats. Banora Point High School’s teacher Mr 
Mackenzie is a World Champion Dragon Boat medal winner and he is also a qualified Sweep 
(the person steering the boat). The school Administration Manager Ms Hardie is also a na-
tional/international medal winner. Our students have both these experienced Dragon Boat 
paddlers to learn from.  
 
We would like to thank Tweed Dragons Inc. our local Dragon Boat club for their assistance 
each week in the supply of boats, paddles, life jackets and club members assistance, without 
their help this sport would not be offered to our students. 

TWEED DRAGONS INC. 
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NSW DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SCHOOL 
STUDENT B.Y.O.D. PROGRAM 
 
The enterprise agreement with Adobe allows students to download and install Adobe Creative Cloud 
software for free on one personally owned device.  An Adobe Creative Cloud membership gives students 
access to the latest and greatest industry standard Adobe creative software and other new applications as 
they are released. Students now get the freedom to create virtually anything they can imagine and are 
encouraged to think and act creatively with these amazing tools. 
 
With the Adobe Creative Cloud, students have the power to: 
 
 Design posters, logos and edit photos and videos like a professional 
 
 Build websites without writing code and create web, mobile, and tablet apps with HTML5 
 
 Create a polished portfolio and make sensational presentations and reports 
 
 Become more interested in discovering things for themselves and be better equipped to work well 

with others 
 
 Be more open to new ideas and challenges and have the ability to solve problems 
 
 Become more efficient learners and show greater ownership of their learning 
 
Students also have access to Adobe Presenter, Captivate, Photoshop Elements, Premier Elements. 
Previously Adobe Creative Suite 6 was provided for the student BYOD program. This is now replaced with 
the complete Adobe Creative Cloud (no storage or services included).  More information about the program 
and the Adobe agreement is available on the NSW DoE, Technology for Schools intranet portal (you will 
need your NSW DoE login details) :  
 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/technology-forschools/products-and-services/software/standard-software/
adobe 
 
How will the students access it? 
 
 Visit the Student BYOD Webstore - https://nsw-students.onthehub.com/ . Student will have to claim 

a redemption code and apply it to their Adobe ID, in the same way how the teachers and staff do it 
now. If the student is under 13 years of age, a parent or guardian will have to create an Adobe ID. 

 
 When will Adobe Creative Cloud be available on the webstore? 
 
 The scheduled launch for the release is Friday Oct 21st 2016 
 
 What happens to the copies of Adobe Creative Suite 6 that the student have already installed? 
 
 o All copies of Adobe Creative Suite 6 will expire on Dec 1st 2016. They will need to be uninstalled 

and upgraded to Adobe Creative Cloud. 
 
Is Adobe Creative Suite 6 still going to be available? 
 
 At the launch of Adobe Creative Cloud on the Oct 21st 2016 , Adobe Creative Suite 6 will be 

removed from the webstore and no longer be available. 
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P&C REPORT 

 
Our next meeting will be held on 7 November 2016 at 7.00pm in the front office confer-
ence room.     
 

PLEASE COME ALONG! 
We encourage other parents to come along for an informative hour or so of discussion and collaboration 
with staff and parents. The main focus of your P & C has been on information and contributions to policies 
in consultation with the school executive. P & C members are often invited to sit on committees, such as 
the School Finance Committee or staff merit selection panels, and make a direct contribution to helping 
shape the school for the benefit of all students.  The knowledge of the way in which the School operates, 
the reasoning behind School policies and changes to curriculum, strategic directions and future planning is 
invaluable as a parent.  It is also a perfect opportunity to build relationships with staff and other parents 
and members of your community.   Members can be involved in as much or as little of the “work” as they 
are able and willing – no pressure!            
 
Our last meeting was held on Monday 5 September 2016.  Issues that were discussed included:  

 Naplan results  
 Purchasing blazers for new School leaders 
 New signage for the School 
 School uniform changes and proposed changes 
 P & C Federation AGM motions 
 Staffing changes  
 Christmas dinner meeting proposal  

 
If you would like to be on our email list and receive regular updates please send your contact details to 
bphspc@outlook.com  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

SCHOOL & COMMUNITY NEWS 

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 

The next P&C Meeting  
will be held on 

 

Monday 7 November 

at 7.00PM DST 
All new parents are most welcome to come along 

to support your child’s school  
and meet other parents!  

We would love to see you! 
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LEARN PUBLIC SPEAKING ON 
THE TWEED WITH  
TOASTMASTERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Murwillumbah Club meets 2nd and 4th 
Thursday every month at the Court House 
Hotel (upstairs) Main Street, Murwillumbah 

at 6:45pm for a 7:00pm start. 
 

Tweed Valley Club meets 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday at Cudgen Leagues Club 

(upstairs) Wommin Bay Road, Kingscliff at 
9:45am for a 10:00am start. 

 
Come and see how Toastmasers will benefit 

your study, career, business– your LIFE. 
 

PHONE Lynda 0434 103 409 and  
Hazel 0427 281 819 for more information. 
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SCHOOL & COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students personal items, in  

particular bags, are no longer to be 
left in the Office due to Work, 

Health and  Safety Issue. 

Students can hire a locker for 
$20.00 per year 

PARENT/CADET INFORMATION NIGHT.

• 213 Squadron Australian Air Force cadets will be conducting a parent/cadet 
information evening at Elanora High School, Nineteenth Ave, Elanora QLD 
4221 on Tuesday 8th November at 6.00pm.

• The Australian Air Force Cadets is a youth organisation for males & females 
aged 13-18. The activities conducted at the AAFC are, leadership, aviation 
(powered and gliding), fieldcraft & survival, team building, drill & ceremonial, 
adventure training and internation exchange program. Uniforms are supplied 
at no cost

• Cadets also get to visit Military bases and participate in camps on the bases 
during school holidays and weekends when available.

• If you are interested why not attend the information evening or cantact the 
Commanding Officer Flight Lieutenant Michael Tosch on 0437 390 679 or 
email admino.213sqn@airforcecadets.gov.au 
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Ex BPHS 
Student’s 
Success 
 


